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sight, it is a little curious that, though they possessed
a majority in the Commons throughout the reign,
they should have done so little, and that their oppo-
sition should have been so comparatively ineffective.
But the reason is not far to seek. Elizabeth was
immensely popular, and anger at her tyrannical con-
duct was soothed by the feeling of deep gratitude to her
for the ability with which she guided the State, and
by the recognition of the fact that strong government
was still the first necessity of the country. Rarely
has any sovereign enjoyed such loyalty as did she; a
loyalty which could induce a man like Sir John
Hawkins to do violence to his sense of honour by
turning spy, which could cause the very victims of
her tyranny to pray for her prosperity even as they
suffered. And this personal devotion prevented the
Commons from steadfastly opposing her wishes, and
led them to acquiesce in her cavalier treatment of all
who dared to oppose her sovereign will. At the
same time, the strong Court party was formed by
the creation of rotten boroughs, a practice which
had begun under Edward VI. and Mary, and which
was so freely used by Elizabeth that during her
reign over sixty places received enfranchisement and
returned nominees of the Crown. Elizabeth's policy
was to compel the Commons to confine their atten-
tion to ordinary business, to the registration of her
decrees, and to carrying out her wishes. They were
forbidden to touch upon the question of the succession,
and roundly rebuked for daring to ask her to marry ;
they were not allowed to initiate reforms or altera-
tions in ecclesiastical matters, and the unhappy Mr.